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Summary and Implications 

A summary of closeouts from the fall of 2019 through 
the summer of 2020 is provided on feedlot heifers, steers, 
mixed pens and preconditioning cattle. 

 
Introduction 

Reports of the Wuhan China virus began to surface in 
early winter on social media and by late March the effects 
were known and admitted by main stream media outlets. 
Cattle markets began feeling the pressure of temporary plant 
shut downs due to health issues arising from this pestilence 
in the labor force shortly after leading to delays in cattle 
harvest.  The trend for heavier carcass weights continued at 
a faster rate because of the delayed slaughter and the 
necessity to hold cattle for longer periods of time was also 
reflected in the higher cost of gain than what would have 
been projected.  It seems that in this process producers may 
have found the upper limit in terms of cattle weights that 
processing plants were willing to handle. 

 
Materials and Methods 

Closeout data from cattle pens finished from the fall of 
2019 through the summer of 2020 are included in this 
report. These closeouts were generated by users of the Iowa 
State University Feedlot Monitor Program and are reported 
by season of the year.  Most participants are located in the 
Midwest with the primary concentration being located in 
Midwest and Northwest.  Data providers receive the 
summarized data within a month of the season’s close.  
These data are then published annually in the Iowa State 
University Animal Industry Report by the Iowa Beef Center 
in the following tables.  These data can be used by 
participants as benchmarks for their own operation or as 
they see fit.  The entire year’s data for all participants are 
provided at this time in this report. 

 
 

Results and Discussion 
Reports provided to participants from Fall of 2019 

(Sept. 22, 2019 through Dec. 21, 2019), Winter of 2019 
(Dec. 22, 2019 through March 21, 2020), Spring of 2020 
(March 22, 2020 through June 22, 2020) and Summer of 
2020 (June 23, 2020 through Sept. 22, 2020) were provided 
as follows: 
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