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Introduction. The fast-paced growth and evolution of the fashion industry, along with the constant change in fashion trends, the outsourcing of production to developing nations, and the disposal of waste, have played significant roles in exacerbating global environmental concerns (Harsanto et al., 2023; John & Mishra, 2023). Recently, some European countries have embraced the Circular Economy (CE) framework as they strive to revamp their economies (e.g., Mazzoni, 2020). Asia is a crucial region for the global fashion industry due to the presence of many of the world's largest textile and apparel manufacturers, as well as the rise of fashion consumption and industrial upgrading (Saccani et al., 2023). Consequently, the Asian region's textile and apparel industry significantly impacts global resource consumption, waste generation, and environmental pollution. To remain competitive in the global market, it is essential for Asia's textile and apparel industry to adopt CE practices within sustainable fashion industry to promote growth, ensure survival, and reduce environmental impact while improving sustainability.

Conceptual Framework. A key principle of the circular economy is to reintroduce discarded materials into the manufacturing process, using the "3R" approach of Renovation, Reuse, and Recycling (Ungerman & Dědková, 2020). Renovation refers to the restoration of worn or damaged product to its original shape for reuse in manufacturing. Reuse involves utilizing products and packaging materials again, rather than discarding them. Recycling implicates repurposing products as resources when they have reached the end of their useful life (Ungerman & Dědková, 2020). Asia's textile industry faces distinct challenges such as high-water usage, energy consumption, and labor concerns (Saccani et al., 2023). Thus, significant environmental benefits can be achieved by adopting the 3R in Asia's textile and apparel industry. While the fashion industry has received growing attention in research (e.g., Harsanto et al., 2023; John & Mishra, 2023) regarding the CE, most of the focus has been on European cases (e.g., Mazzoni, 2020). However, there is a lack of comprehensive research on Asian cases where CE has been used in the fashion industry. Therefore, the purpose of the study is to investigate cases of the sustainable fashion industry in Asia that have implemented CE principles, particularly the "3R" approach. Two research questions were posed: RQ1) How has CE been utilized to establish a sustainable fashion industry in Asia? and RQ2) How do CE practices for sustainable fashion industry vary across Asian countries? 

Method. A case study method was used with a systematic literature review including trade publications, academic journal articles, government reports and websites, news articles, research group reports. China, Japan, and South Korea (hereinafter, Korea) were chosen with following reasons: 1) three countries are economic leaders in Asia as well as key players in the global fashion industry, 2) as the world's primary textile and apparel producer and exporter China’s CE transition is crucial to the future of global circular fashion, and 3) Korea and Japan were included due to their effective recycling and waste management strategies, which are closely related to the CE concept.

Results. A detailed analysis of each research question is presented below.
· RQ1) - Government supports: Three countries’ governments have worked to develop the CE-
based sustainable fashion sectors. The Chinese government has heavily launched numerous laws, action plans, and a series of regulations for the CE development by reducing resource waste and protecting the environment for the textile and apparel industry since 2009 (Li et al., 2021b; “Office for Social Responsibility”, 2020). Compared to China, the Japanese and Korean governments have been more likely to establish laws related to general waste management in order to create a recycling-oriented society since the early 2000s (Li et al., 2021a). International supports: For China, the United Nations, the European Union, and research groups (e.g., the Ellen Macarthur Foundation in the U.K.) have funded programs in order to enhance CE for various sectors, including the textile manufacturing sector (Ellen Macarthur Foundation, 2018; PAGE, 2020). Additionally, global brands like Zara, H&M, and Nike run their own programs in China to incentivize local suppliers to recycle (Li et al., 2021b). Fashion firms’ engagement: Innovative CE-based business models have appeared in the three countries’ fashion industries. These businesses include services for renting donated clothing, consumer cooperatives for second-hand goods, and redesign enterprises using donated clothes (e.g., Hur, 2018; IDEAS FOR GOOD, 2022; ITOCHU, 2022; “Office for Social Responsibility”, 2020), focusing in particular on the post-consumption process. Supporting firms’ engagement: Recycling firms, postal services, and charities cooperate to collect donations for recycling used clothing items in the three countries (Hur, 2018; IDEAS FOR GOOD, 2022; ITOCHU, 2022; Kim & Kim, 2016).    
· RQ2) - Three countries demonstrate the practices of the CE for fashion industry based on 3R. 
Renovation: China shows the evidence of renovation related to producing recycled water for textile printing and turning textile wastes into virgin quality fibers. In Japan, the case includes an advanced technology to convert polyester fibers into recycled polyester raw materials and a cutting-edge 3D program to design samples (e.g., IDEAS FOR GOOD, 2022; ITOCHU, 2022; Yake, 2023). In Korea, the evidence was identified by developing a new chemical technology to separate homogeneous materials from post-consumer textile wastes and making yarn from recycled PET bottles (Hyosung TNC, 2022). Reuse: Various service-based companies run a business by renting out luxury second-hand items, workwear, and protective clothing in China (Ellen Macarthur Foundation, 2018) and renting out luxury used goods and donated formal suits in Korea (Hur, 2018). Japanese enterprises make new branded items from recycled materials like jeans (e.g., Bring. 2022; IDEAS FOR GOOD, 2022; ITOCHU, 2022). Recycling: Used textile and apparel items are collected at retail stores, by local governments and charities, and from households in the three nations (Ellen Macarthur Foundation, 2018; ITOCHU, 2022; Kim & Kim, 2016).   

Discussion. The findings of the case study highlights that the three major Asian countries have applied CE to lessen environmental impacts caused by their domestic textile and apparel industries. Three nations show three shared circumstances, including government assistance, fashion industry engagement, and the availability of supporting businesses to advance the sustainable fashion sector with the CE. In the meantime, several international organizations have widely aided to enhance the development of the CE in the Chinese textile and apparel industry. Additionally, the fashion sectors in China, Japan, and Korean similarly implement their CE practices through the use of renovation, reuse, and recycling, which generates applicable guidelines for other Asian countries. Further research could explore the implementation of the CE practices in the fashion industries by economic development or regions of the world. 
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