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Statement of Purpose. The "Lotus Noir" design aims to explore the dichotomy of beauty and decay 

through wearable art, drawing inspiration from the historical painting "Salome" by Gustav 

Moreau. By integrating motifs of the lotus and the panther, the design encapsulates the 

convergence of Eastern influences on Western art, symbolizing beauty, and lust. The piece is 

intended to serve as a bridge between historical artistic themes and contemporary fashion, offering 

a modular, expressive garment that allows for individual style articulation. 

The modularity of the "Lotus Noir" design serves a dual purpose: it enhances the artistic expression 

of the garment while providing the wearer with the freedom to customize and adapt the piece 

according to personal style preferences. Inspired by the intricate and symbolic nature of Gustav 

Moreau’s "Salome," the modularity allows the design to reflect the dynamic interplay of beauty 

and decay, symbolized by the lotus and panther motifs respectively. 

Technique: The creation of "Lotus Noir" employs advanced laser-cutting techniques to achieve 

intricate patterns and precise detailing. The lotus motifs are crafted from pink brocade fabric, 

chosen for its luxurious texture and historical connotations of beauty and purity. In contrast, the 

panther motifs are cut from black jute fabric, selected for its rough texture and association with 

decay and lust. The modular nature of the design enables the pieces to be connected and 

reconfigured, providing the wearer with the flexibility to customize their look(Chen & Lapolla, 

2021). Aesthetically, the ability to reconfigure the motifs provides a dynamic visual effect, 

allowing the wearer to alter the garment's appearance. This adaptability reflects the changing 

interplay of beauty and decay, mirroring the thematic depth of Moreau’s painting. Functionally, 

modularity allows for easy maintenance and repair of the garment, as individual pieces can be 

replaced without affecting the entire structure. It also offers versatility in styling, enabling the 

wearer to customize the garment for different occasions or personal preferences(Chen & Lapolla, 

2021). 

Eastern Influence and Aesthetics: The "Lotus Noir" design intricately weaves Eastern influences 

into its aesthetic and symbolic framework, enriching the garment with deeper cultural resonance. 

Central to this influence is the lotus motif, symbolizing purity, and spiritual enlightenment in 

various Eastern cultures, particularly Hinduism and Buddhism (Ward, 1952). By using pink 

brocade fabric for the lotus motifs, the design enhances this symbolism, blending luxury and 

refinement with the thematic exploration of beauty emerging from decay. This fusion reflects the 

historical impact of Eastern motifs on Western art, mirroring the cross-cultural artistic dialogue 

exemplified by Gustav Moreau’s "Salome" (Cooke, 2011). The precision of laser-cutting 

techniques allows for the creation of intricate shapes that capture the complexity of Eastern art, 

while the modularity of the design, enabling reconfiguration, echoes the adaptability seen in many 

Eastern art forms. Through this thoughtful integration, "Lotus Noir" not only honors the profound 
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symbolism and aesthetics of Eastern cultures but also creates a dynamic, globally inspired 

narrative that enhances the garment's visual and cultural depth. 

Process and Challenges: The design process began with an in-depth analysis of Moreau’s 

"Salome," focusing on the symbolism and motifs that could be translated into wearable art. 

Sketches and digital mock-ups were created to visualize the integration of the lotus and panther 

motifs. Following this, fabric selection was crucial to ensure the motifs’ symbolic and textural 

contrast. Indian brocade and Jute were selected to symbolize the aesthetic appearance of the motifs. 

The lotus and Panther symbols were illustrated in a “hexagonal” pattern in Adobe Illustrator. Laser 

cutting was then employed to produce the intricate shapes, with extensive prototyping to refine the 

modular connections. Finally, the pieces were assembled into the garment, with adjustments made 

to ensure comfort, durability, and aesthetic harmony. 

One of the primary challenges in developing "Lotus Noir" was ensuring the compatibility of 

diverse fabrics such as brocade and jute, which have distinct properties and handling requirements. 

Achieving precise laser cuts without fraying or damaging the materials required meticulous 

calibration and testing. Another challenge was designing the modular system to be both secure and 

flexible, allowing for easy assembly and disassembly while maintaining the garment's structural 

integrity and aesthetic appeal. 

"Lotus Noir" is not just a garment but a statement piece that embodies the fusion of beauty and 

decay, tradition and innovation, and personal and cultural narratives, making it a standout creation 

in the realm of contemporary fashion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure.1.  Modular blocks created using Adobe Illustrator 
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