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Introductions
Veronica Denison - Kansas State University Archivist - vldenison@ksu.edu 
Sara K. Kearns - Kansas State University Academic Services Librarian - 
skearns@ksu.edu 
Ryan Leimkuehler - Kansas State University Records Manager - 
rleimkue@ksu.edu 
Mawi Sonna - Kansas State University Archives Student Employee

Benn Joseph - Northwestern University 

Lina Rosenberg Foley - Wisconsin Department of Health Services Records 
Officer

Lori Curtis - Hillsdale College

mailto:vldenison@ksu.edu
mailto:skearns@ksu.edu
mailto:rleimkue@ksu.edu


Kansas State University Land 
Acknowledgement
As the first land-grant institution established under the 1862 Morrill Act, we acknowledge 

that the state of Kansas is historically home to many Native nations, including the Kaw, 

Osage, and Pawnee, among others. Furthermore, Kansas is the current home to four 

federally recognized Native nations: The Prairie Band Potawatomie, the Kickapoo Tribe of 

Kansas, the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, and Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in 

Kansas and Nebraska.



Fires Happen











Fire, Pandemic, and Memory

Today’s Special Collections Department: half of the department 
never experienced the library pre-fire

- institutional memory was lost
- curators of collections left before replacements were hired
- new processing archivist planning to reload all collections without 

seeing or knowing the space to return to
- No consistent tracking of statistics on what collections were used in 

specific classes or lessons
- Lost or abandoned resources like wiki, staffnet, websites, shared 

drive
- *Reference Mawi video for more*



Outreach: Archives and Records 
Management

- Active vs. Passive Records Management
- Records Management Training Program
- Fire forced us out of our building and into the campus community
- Built on connections that formed because of fire recovery work

- Central IT
- Faculty Connections

- Cat Communities
- K-State History and Heritage: Who Are We, and How Do We Know?” (Kansas State 

University, Fall 2020)
- Hands on History (Kansas State University, Fall 2022) 



Outreach: Donors, Student 
Organizations, and More

- Work with Student Organizations:
- Hispanic American Leadership Organization (HALO)
- Student Governing Association (SGA)
- Black Student Union (BSU)

- Post Fire/Return to Campus
- More engagement in local/regional conferences: LGBTQ+ 

Leadership Conference, set up oral history station and presented at 
conference



Outreach: Academic Services Librarians 
and Special Collections Joint Workshop

- Historic challenges to our collection usage outside our 
department

- While we don’t have a building we still have collections
- Still offered challenges

- Workshop #1: (2019)
- What do we collect, How to use it, collaboration building
- Results: more collaboration and requests for class support

- Workshop #2: (2020)
- Case study and walk through with a course and collections from 

previous semester
- Results: more collaboration outside of Humanities, more trust built 

between departments
- Workshop #3: (2022)

- In development highlighting unique collections and collaboration 
with more unique collections: Architecture and Interior Design



Move-in to Hale





Student Perspective: Mawi Sonna



Teaching archives in the absence of the 
Archives

Spring 2020 Course: Autobiography to Instagram

  

Connect to 
students’ lives, 

silenced voices

Autobiography
Materials in the 
Reading Room



March 2020

From K-State University Archives collections → primary sources 
from anywhere, so long as they are digitized

Libraries and Archives Mash-Up

• K-State University Archives -- digitized
• Kansas Historical Society Archives -- digitized
• Websites: university, newspapers
• K-State Libraries ebooks 
• Internet Archive



Class Preparation 

● Created ppt about archives, detailed instructions  
● Compiled a master sheet for three case studies including: 

biographical/autobiographical text, links/copies of archival 

documents 
● Created a worksheet with prompts and questions to answer

● Established an 80-minute deadline to complete as much of 

worksheet as they could (mimicking time they would have 

had in person)  
● Created/posted/responded to discussion board questions



Example: Frank Marshall Davis
Attended Kansas State University in the 1920s  

Journalist and newspaper editor 

Sources: 

1. Autobiography 

Davis, Frank Marshall, and John Edgar Tidwell. Livin' the Blues Memoirs of a Black 
Journalist and Poet. Madison, Wis.: U of Wisconsin, 1992. Web. 

 2. Royal Purple. Student Publications, Inc., Kansas State University, 1926. Internet 
Archive, http://archive.org/details/royalpurple1926unse. 

 3. Frank Marshall Davis FBI file. Federal Bureau of Investigation. Internet Archive. 
https://archive.org/details/FrankMarshallDavisFBIFile  

http://archive.org/details/royalpurple1926unse
https://archive.org/details/FrankMarshallDavisFBIFile


Davis, Kansas State, and Phi Beta Sigma



Davis first composes poetry



Davis appears in the Royal Purple 
yearbook

Royal Purple.  http://archive.org/details/royalpurple1926unse. p. 337 

http://archive.org/details/royalpurple1926unse


Davis’ FBI file: communists infiltrating 
Poetry Society of Kansas



Discussion Board

Frank Marshall Davis: How does the ability to verify 
the existence of people mentioned in the 
autobiography affect how you read the text? What 
might that mean for you as someone who could 
appear in a classmate’s autobiography or another 
autobiographical work?  

For anyone: When do memories remain private? 
When are they public?  



Thank You

Questions or follow up please feel to reach out to us at our 
contact information above. 



Is Close Enough Good Enough?
Benn Joseph

Midwest Archives Conference
Madison, WI
May 5, 2022
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KC Green
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NULSA calendar, 2020



Reunion 2022
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NUL virtual research consultation space



• Hot case meats boxes

31

∙ Generate collection level 
records as we go

∙ Focus on collections that fit in 
with our DEIA strategy so we 
can focus on those and 
provide better description
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Diana Slaughter-Defoe, #93-129



THANKS!

Benn Joseph
Midwest Archives Conference

Madison, WI
May 5, 2022



Lawrence University Archives



Lawrence University 
Archives

Within the Seeley G. Mudd Library

Responsible for both records management and history of 
Lawrence University and Milwaukee-Downer College

Staff of 1 FTE + 10 hours student labor/week

Collections are minimally processed and finding aids are 
available online



Basic 
finding aids 
available 
online
Most collection records 
contain basic information 
and simple scope note.



Digitized collections



Assumptions of the 
collection

Every collection had been minimally processed

Every collection had a finding aid

Collections processed beyond MPLP were clearly identifiable



Working 
with MPLP 
collections

1. Photograph the box

2. Catalog folder level 
inventory

3. Scan lo-res of folders as 
needed

4. Catalog as digital objects 
in finding aid

5. Create digital folder 
structure that mimics box 
contents



Results
MPLP digitization process continues in person

Adjusted for students working on site and expanded 
even further

Digital “boxes” have continued for courses



Takeaways
Provided additional 
understanding of the 
collection

Lowered the impact of 
research requests on 
staff time

Student projects can be 
adapted to remote work 
without needing a 
“digital” project

Surfaced gaps in 
collections access

Increased use of 
collections in courses



Lina Rosenberg Foley
 Records and Information Assets Specialist, Records Officer
 Digital Communications Team, Office of the Secretary
 Wisconsin Department of Health Services

 Lina.rosenbergfoley@dhs.wisconsin.gov

mailto:Lina.rosenbergfoley@dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/

