Why ArchivesSpace? Why Now?

Faced with the looming 2024 shutdown of our existing finding aid
application and limited IT support for a new tool, the UW-Eau Claire
archives took action. We saw a chance to leverage ArchivesSpace,
a platform offering more than just hosting and discovery, to
reimagine our operations broadly. Our initial focus: efficiently

replicating finding aids in ArchivesSpace and configuring the tool

Square Pegs and Round Holes:

Examining an unconventional approach to using ArchivesSpace

for usability. Drawing on past open-source implementations,

Library IT facilitated installation and configuration in the fall of
2023. A dedicated team of student assistants, guided by a detailed

manual, are now meticulously entering finding aids. Our user- i
centric approach utilizes custom field labels, open text boxes, and -

strategic HTML styling to effectively replicate and present collection zz;:zﬁ':;::f

content.
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Title: Leo Christy Marching Band Papers
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Christy, Leo. 1915-1988 i
Leo Christy Marching Band Fapers ion materfals are in English.
1935-1962

0.4 linear feet (1 archives box)

Dé/de (Box 1)

and creating marching band shows, papers on various marching band topics, and music

Collection materials are in English. charts for half-time shows, 1956-1962.
Papers of music department faculty member Dr. Leo
Christy (1956-1980), director of marching and concert
bands from 1956-1963. Papers relate to marching band
activities with formal publications on directing and creating
marching band shows, papers on various marching band
topics, and music selection and formation charts for half-

Biographical/Historical Note

Transforming Our Finding

Guide to the Leo Christy Marching Band Papers, 1935-1962

mary: Papers of music department faculty member Dr. Leo Christy (1956-1980), director of marching and

h e B P - Leo J. Christy was born in 1915 in East Chicago, Indiana. He earned two undergraduate degrees in chemistry and music, one myster's,\and oneoctorate
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degree from Indiana University and the University

Leo J. Christy was born in 1915 in East Chicago, Indiana. He earned two undergraduate degrees in chemistry and

ject * Leo Christy Marching Band Papers, 1935 - 1962

Leo Christy Marching Band Papers, 1935 -

i Collection Identifier: Archives Series 399 Box 1: Contents, 1935 - 1962

This collection contains papers from the files of music department faculty member Dr. Leo Christy (1956-1980), director of the marching and concert
bands from 1956-1963. The papers relate to his activities as marching band director. Materials range from 1935-1962, with formal publications
describing how to direct marching bands and design marching band shows, bibliography lists of marching band books, papers on various marching
band topics by Christy and others, such as marthing band fundamentals, and music selection and formation charts created for Eau Claire football
game half-time shows, ranging from 1956-196

Bo; der 1: Musi jon and Formation Charts for Half-Time Shows, 1956 - 1958
Box 1 Foller 2: Music Selection and Formation Charts for Half-Time Shows, 1957 - 1962
1 Folder 3: Music Selection and Fermation Charts for Half-Times Shows, 19

Box 1 Folder 4: "You Are My Sunshine" and "Here Comes the Band" Formation Cha 9 957
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Box 1 Folder 11: Here comes the...Stunt Band: A Manual of Band

Scope and Contents - Content Description

Maneuvers, by JR. King, 1947
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Begin transitioning the project from
easy object creation to more complex
object creation (e.g. configuring how
we add information about born digital
and digitized content).

V

October 2023

Prepare ArchivesSpace for data
by pre-populating fields, adding
common subjects and agents,
and organizing our existing
finding aids for entry
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skills; mentor students on a widely adopted tool in the field.

Team Building: ESSENTIAL! 4 months into the project we needed a
break to bond as co-workers outside of the office to keep us focused.
Afterwards, apply “get to know you” ?’s at beginning of staff meetings.
i%Archives Team: Has more administrative and development control
leading to improved search and user experience when compared to

previous finding aid discovery tool.

A ¢ Finding Aid Development and Processing: Opportunity to review
and approve our approach and to create more consistency in digital

collections processing and description practices.

7 Rewards & Challenges ¢

i% Staff Development: Learn a new program & develop problem solving *,‘ Consensus Building: Reaching agreement on how to develop program
& crosswalk existing word document finding aids via data entry using
ArchivesSpace features while attempting to conform to past practice.

¥ Manual Entry Process: Inconsistencies in existing finding aids creates
Inconsistency in creating resource records/training students &
volunteers — requires staff oversight, review, and problem-solving.

¥ Limited Resources - Time & Staffing: Waited 2 months for a library IT
staff person to install and configure the application, a necessary delay
before finding aid development by 3 archives staff guiding 5 student
assistants, and all balanced against other day-to-day operations.

¥ ArchivesSpace Nonmembers: Implement application with $0 budget;
limited access to technical support and training.
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Future Considerations

After prioritizing online finding aid access, the project team aims to
leverage ArchivesSpace's flexibility going forward. We plan to
explore features for accessioning, digital collections, container
management, and processing improvements as development
progresses under less pressure.
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