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PRESENTING TODAY 
Dr. Bettina Fabos, Director, Fortepan US

Olivia Waller, Rod Library, UNI

Lindsey Kuhlmann, Waverly Public Library

University of Northern Iowa students: AJ 
Bissell, Olivia Luhring, Caleb Gehle, Mia 
Chatwell



LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We would like to acknowledge the land on which we gather is the 
occupied territory of the Ioway, Sauk and Meskwaki, Wahpeton, and Sioux 
People. 



How Can We Better Display Historical Photos Online? 



What is Fortepan ? 



https://fortepan.us/ia/categories/photos/FI0001619


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOZ0IQkd1mym9j5ugfw22q4cbuelZM8as










ROD LIBRARY
University of Northern Iowa

https://fortepan.us/ia/categories/photos/FI0021277?basic=Iowa+State+Normal+School&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=


Link to Special Collections / UNI photos

https://fortepan.us/categories/all?basic=university+of+northern+iowa&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=
https://fortepan.us/ia/categories/photos/FI0018195?basic=University+of+Northern+Iowa&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=
https://fortepan.us/ia/categories/photos/FI0015449?basic=University+of+Northern+Iowa&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=


EMBEDDING

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/fortepania/
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/fortepania/


like embedding a Google map



or a YouTube video



https://fortepan.us/categories/all/FI0015429?basic=university+of+northern+iowa




FULL SCREEN & AUTOPLAY

https://fortepan.us/categories/photos/FI0000600


IMAGE SEARCH
[ALT TAGS]

https://fortepan.us/categories/all/FI0010788?basic=boat&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=






EXHIBIT TOOL



PROTOYPE: under development

https://fortepanexhibit.develementsolutions.com/
https://fortepanexhibit.develementsolutions.com/


github

https://github.com/fortepan-us/kronofoto




Waverly Public Library 
Waverly, IA

1910c



The box of photos that 
started it all!



Mary Cheville







Why Fortepan?
- visibility  / access
- searchability











https://fortepan.us/ia/categories/photos?basic=&tag=&term=&startYear=&endYear=&donor=1311&city=&county=&state=&country=&query=


Additional photographs and resources can be found at the Waverly Public Library on the 
local and family history page 
http://www.waverlyia.com/public-library/research/local-and-family-history-collection.aspx 
Accession No91L0024

http://www.waverlyia.com/public-library/research/local-and-family-history-collection.aspx


https://www.waverlyia.com/public-library/research/local-and-family-history-collection.aspx


FACEBOOK / community sharing

https://www.facebook.com/groups/191647680898677


360º TOUR
GEOLOCATION







https://www.geotree.uni.edu/~jonathan/photosphere_tennis/














https://www.communitynewspapergroup.com/waverly_newspapers/waverly-young-historians-community-volunteers-team-up-with-uni-students-to-geolocate-historic-photos-along/article_0d1a403c-fc1a-11ee-beb7-93d036edaf1e.html?utm_campaign=blox&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social


https://xd.adobe.com/view/466fc7a8-3635-40fb-8c5b-312100b3370c-133c/




CURRICULUM
possibilities

















HISTORY EDUCATION

● History Education Major 
○ Public History Minor

● How I heard about 
Fortepan 



Fortepan In Schools

● Importance of local history 
○ Lack of local history in most 

schools 
● Can help students feel more 

connected 











MUSEUM OUTREACH

• PUBLIC PROJECTS
• EMBED CODE
• EXHIBIT CREATION FUNCTIONALITY
• MyLIST

https://fortepan.us/categories/all?query=collection%3A94fbf2ba-3e2e-48d0-8366-d54082fc0431




MLIS (Masters of Library 
and Information Science)
● Graduating from UNI

○ English major 

○ Public History minor 

● U of I in the Fall



● Being able to provide 

local history in various 

ways

○ Prior: unable to do so

Interest and Importance



UNI Newspaper, Preserving history, one photo at a time. November 10, 2023.

Olivia with Jim 
Volgarino 
(Head of 
Archive in WH). 
April 25, 2024.



● Use for programming 

○ Show local history 

○ Create stories and 

conversation

Interest and Importance























Expansion to 
other U.S.  
states

https://fortepanexhibit.develementsolutions.com/wheel.html
https://fortepanexhibit.develementsolutions.com/wheel.html
https://fortepanexhibit.develementsolutions.com/wheel.html


- CT    (fortepan.us/ct)
- CO   (fortepan.us/co)
- IA     (fortepan.us/ia)
- IL      (fortepan.us/il)
- IN     (fortepan.us/in)
- KS    (fortepan.us/ks)
- KY    (fortepan.us/ky)
- MI    (fortepan.us/mi)
- MN  (fortepan.us/mn)
- MO  (fortepan.us/mo)
- NE   (fortepan.us/ne)
- ND   (fortepan.us/nd)
- OH   (fortepan.us/oh)
- SD   (fortepan.us/sd)
- WI   (fortepan.us/wi)

http://fortepan.us/ct
http://fortepan.us/co
http://fortepan.us/ia
http://fortepan.us/il
http://fortepan.us/in
http://fortepan.us/ks
http://fortepan.us/ky
http://fortepan.us/mi
http://fortepan.us/mn
http://fortepan.us/mo
http://fortepan.us/ne
http://fortepan.us/nd
http://fortepan.us/oh
http://fortepan.us/sd
http://fortepan.us/wi




  



DEMO OF EXHBITS

THANK YOU!! 

https://fortepan.us/list/FI0007420/

