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Today’s Topics
Butler CC

Breakout Boxes

Archives

Results

Objectives

Tips and Considerations



Butler Community Colege
FTE 4,064
8 campus locations



Archives
Established in 2017
Digital and print collections
New additions - Cherokee
Trail donations
Digitization



Archives
Growing interest
and collections
Centennial
Committee



Archives & Faculty
Grow faculty interest
Opportunity to incorporate
primary sources



The Lone Archivist
Split duties
No formal library
instruction experience
Building connections
with faculty is not always
easy



Objectives

Meet
faculty

where they
are

Professional
Development

Days

Create a fun,
low-stake

activity
Searching as

Strategic
Exploration

50-minute
session

Fast-paced,
interactive

Primary
sources

Utilize
archival

collections



Professional
Development
IDD - Institutional
Development Day

One day
All faculty and staff
attend



Professional
Development
Professional
Development Days

In-service week
All-faculty attend



Breakout Boxes



Breakout BoxesBreakout Boxes

Kroski (2019) Escape
Rooms and Other
Immersive
Experiences in the
Library

4 tasks
yearbooks and
digital collection
physical collection



Results

“Zoom wasn't the
best to present this

info, but both
presenters did an

excellent job of
adapting to the

medium."



Results
“I’d never thought of using
yearbooks like this. Might try to
have my US [History] 2 class try to
connect something to the
yearbooks.”



Humor
Build for your audience
User testing
Feedback
Have fun

What We Learned



Reaching back out to interested
faculty - following up
Yearbook usage is up
Requests from staff for breakout
box activities at retreats

Future Goals



WHAT DOES THISWHAT DOES THISWHAT DOES THIS
MEAN FOR YOU?MEAN FOR YOU?MEAN FOR YOU?



Start small, and take advantage of your
instruction librarians
Take advantage of where faculty are
and come to them 
Bring them something relevant and
interesting 
Gamification of instruction 
Create buy-in 

Tips for Successful Outreach



Always make sure to be able to
explain what can be tailored to fit
specific needs 
Make yourself available and
remove boundaries to following up 
Assess, fix, and try again 

Tips for Successful Outreach
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Why Learning Communities (LC)?

Logistics of LC

Content of LC

Outcomes

Lessons Learned
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Ithaka S+R study on Teaching with Primary
Sources

Research study conducted in Fall  2019 as part of a
national study with a cohort of over two dozen
institutions
Data collected from in-person interviews revealed
some interesting findings

difficulties with primary sources
role of l ibrarians/archivists in primary sources
projects
connections to information l iteracy
learning to work with primary sources

"Supporting Primary Source Instruction in the
Undergraduate Classroom at Bowling Green State
University:  Summary Findings" -
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ul_pub/61/
What could we do to help?

A Learning Community!
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Learning Communities (LC) at BGSU

Undergraduate resident LCs began in the
1990s
Faculty/Graduate Student LCs began in the
early 2000s

Offered by BGSU’s Center for Faculty
Excellence (now offered under the broader
term “Community of Practice”)
Semester-long or year-long
Participants and facil itators offered
professional development funds at
conclusion
University Libraries offers LCs and funds
professional development earned

Drafted an outline of a four-session LC, how
much $ we should ask for to offer it ,  and what
would we want participants to learn

https://www.bgsu.edu/center-for-faculty-excellence.html
https://www.bgsu.edu/center-for-faculty-excellence.html


Funding

Had to get

permission to

offer an LC

Was there

funding available

for this program?

Lo
gis

itc
s &

 G
ett

ing
 St

ar
ted Selection

By the deadline in

early Sept. 2021, we

had 10-15 applicants

We accepted most

applicants, though

some were from

disciplines outside of

what we thought

would find this LC

most useful

Recruitment

We recruited: faculty

& graduate teaching

assistants as

participants; current

practitioners as guest

speakers 

Created a web page,

online application, &

campus

communications



Welcome and Introduction
Goals of the LC

Addressed some of the concerns
presented in our report

Ground rules
Primary source activity with
provided sources

What can you glean from this
source
How could it  be used in a
classroom, even if  it ’s not your
classroom

Discussion of what “primary source”
means in various disciplines
Guest “practitioner” presentation

INTRO &
CONSIDERING
PRIMARY SOURCES

SESSION 1



LEARNING
OUTCOMES AND
ASSESSMENT

SESSION 2
1st activity -  Backwards Design

 What kind of goals for:
freshmen, advanced
undergrads, majors,  grad
students

Disciplinary 
Research and inquiry
Transferrable skills

Backwards design to -  
Learning outcomes to -  

Activities and
assignments

Group work and discussion
Assessment of primary source
assignments

Small  group work
Discussion



Overview of our collections and
how to use them
How to find primary sources at
BGSU

library catalog
finding aids
digital collections
large digitized collections
elsewhere

Practice exercise
Discussion on what they found,
what have they used in class
before, etc.
Prep for Session 4,  which is
time in the collection that they
chose to use for their LC final
project

FINDING
MATERIALS

SESSION 3



SESSION 4
Time in the Collections!

After Session 3,  participants searched on
their own and found materials to review
during Session 4 and loaded them into
the LC environment online

Materials were gathered ahead of time,
so that participants could have as much
as possible to review.

Michelle and I  were available in each of
our collections to provide additional
materials or help with materials gathered

Participants took a photograph of their
“item” and completed a worksheet to
bring to the next session for discussion

TIME IN THE
COLLECTIONS!



REFLECTION ON
USER EXPERIENCE
AND IMPLICATIONS
FOR CLASSROOM

SESSION 5
Discussion of resources
participants select to share
Archival experience as a user

Self-reflection
Group discussion

Scaffolding
Students have less experience
finding,  interpreting,  analyzing
resources
What can be done to facil itate
student learning

Incorporating information l iteracy
standards and assessment
Worksheet activity



PEER REVIEW AND
TIME WITH
PRACTITIONER

SESSION 6
Let’s Bring it  All  Together

Small  group activity to
review and present draft
lesson plans
Large group discussion
Guest practitioner(s)
Review final steps

Final assignment
Distribute assessment
tool
How to get paid! 



OU
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ES
Lesson plans and assignments

Bank of ideas shared within group

Courses/Collaborations with Library
Many put activities to use

Create community 
Other people they can seek out

Develop confidence
Work through questions; hear

from others

Increase Librarian/Archivist
Awareness of:

Materials in collections

Disciplinary teaching and

research trends
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DISCIPLINES REPRESENTED INCLUDE:
AMERICAN CULTURE STUDIES
ARCHITECTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
ART HISTORY
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
ENGLISH
ETHNIC STUDIES
ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
GRAPHIC DESIGN
HISTORY
JOURNALISM
LEADERSHIP STUDIES
MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION
POPULAR CULTURE 
TEACHER EDUCATION
WOMEN’S STUDIES
WRITING STUDIES
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I especially liked having time
set aside to think about and
work on primary sources,
brainstorming with
colleagues about teaching
and research practices, and
getting to know people.

Participant,  Fall  2021
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Like many in the group, I
would love to see this
learning community spent at
least an entire semester,
preferably an entire
academic year.

Participant,  Fall  2022
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I enjoyed learning about new
pedagogical strategies that I
have not used before with
other faculty and grad
students.

Participant,  Spring 2024



Iteration

Each offering will

be different - plan

to incorporate

changes based on

experience.

Life Happens

How are you going

to accommodate

missed classes,

emergencies, etc.

Classroom
Management

Still need to

manage silences,

provide chance for

all to speak, some

may not buy into

strategies, etc.

Collaborative
Opportunities

May take time to

develop or go in

unique directions.

Lessons Learned / Tips for Starting
Your Own Learning Community



CONTACT US

Stefanie Hunker
Interim Head, Browne
Popular Culture Library;
Chair,  Special  Collections

sdennis@bgsu.edu

Michelle Sweetser
Head, Center for Archival
Collections
msweets@bgsu.edu

Handout l isting LC goals and
objectives:


