Archival Resources on the Web

Assistant Editor: Lauren White, University of Michigan. Contact Lauren at
laurenashleywhite @gmail.com if you would like to guest author a column or have a good idea to share.

Art in the Archives of Oberlin College:
A Virtual Exhibit Produced during the Pandemic
By Anne Salsich, Associate Archivist, Oberlin College Archives

When Oberlin College sent its students, faculty, and
staff home in mid-March of 2020 in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the archives staff was required
to identify projects for remote work on short notice.

As the associate archivist, my work primarily entails
processing collections, managing the digital archive
and the finding guide delivery database, and creating
digital exhibits and collections. With remote access to
the digital archive, I had an opportunity to create a new
virtual exhibit from home.

While archives are not museums, they are often
the keepers of visual works considered of enduring
historical value to their institutions. For roughly 14

ART IN THE ARCHIVES OF OBERLIN COLLEGE

years, our department has used CONTENTdm to
offer a brief catalog of over 450 artworks and objects

in the College Archives for quick access, but few
beyond our staff made use of it. In Arz in the Archives of
Oberlin College (https://libraries.oberlin.edu/archives/
exhibitions/art-in-the-archives-of-oberlin-college),
selected visual works are presented in an attractive
format with high-quality images, historical context

in accessible prose, and links to related collections

and sources. Upon its launch in January 2021, the
college’s Communications Office expressed interest in
developing an article on the exhibit, rather than simply
announcing it as department news.

Art in the Archives of Oberlin College

Begin with "Introduction”

Landing page of exhibit
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ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—continued
Lauren White, Assistant Editor

Art in the Archives of Oberlin College, designed in Scalar
and published in January 2021, showcases artworks

and textiles with deep stories informing Oberlin’s

rich history: of early postsecondary coeducation and
the admission of Black students, antislavery efforts,
education in Asia, leadership in world affairs after
World War I, an eclectic and notable built environment,
and excellence in teaching and learning on campus.
With one exception, a public sculpture, the works
featured are housed in the College Archives.

Having used Scalar, a web authoring platform, for
two previous virtual exhibits (Oberlin’s Namesake
https://libraries.oberlin.edu/archives/exhibitions/
oberlins-namesake and 7he Oberlin Sanctuary Project
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https://libraries.oberlin.edu/archives/exhibitions/the-
oberlin-sanctuary-project), I was able to get into the
project quickly. The platform does not require coding
skills, but the user’s guide provides instructions on
customization if desired. Scalar projects can be visually
stunning if the images and layouts are compelling.
Layouts are easily made using simple templates. Images
of less than 2 MB can be downloaded, and several
metadata schemas are built in. After the images are
downloaded and described, they can be placed on a
page in relationship to the text using one of several
page format options, enabling the placement and size of
visuals for maximum aesthetic effect.

(Continued on page 12)
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ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—continued
Lauren White, Assistant Editor

(Continued from page 11)

depicted, with a trench, disordered
barbed wire fence, and a dominant
cloud of poisonous gas. The artist
cast his name or initials on both
sides of the medal. It rests in the
original red box stamped with the
FIDAC seal, padded and lined with
velvet and satin.

5t. George and the Dragon by Raphael, . 15046

The FIDAC was an international Soliree: National Gallery of Art

federation of World War I veterans

working to promote a proactive
peace, having fought in the first
worldwide conflict with
unprecedented wartime deaths. In
this medal the dragon can be
interpreted as the forees of evil and
war, while the female warrior
represents the determination of the
Allied powers to win the battle for
peace,

The federation held its 17th annual
congress on September 19, 1936 in
Warsaw, at which the medal was
awarded to three colleges, Oberlin
College among them. Oberlin
President Ernest Hatch Wilkins
(served 1927 to 1946) received the
FIDAC Medal, reverse medal, awarded for the College's
source: Oberiin College Archives "p]"ugramme of which contributed

greatly to international

understanding and friendship," as stated on the accompanying certificate (no longer extant).

Text with image layouts. Moving the cursor over the image brings up option to see metadata.

The chapters include “Architecture in Visual Works,” Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association (OSMA) in the
“Drawings and Prints,” “Paintings,” “Photographic 1950s. Kung received his early education from Oberlin
Objects,” “Sculpture,” and “Textiles.” Many of the missionaries in Shanxi Province, China, just prior to the
works had never been presented in an exhibit before; Boxer Rebellion. He came to Oberlin for his BA and
three were recent accessions. One example of a recent went to Yale for an MA in economics. After 20 years
gift is an embroidered Chinese robe received in as principal of the Oberlin schools in Shanxi, he served
January 2020. It is emblematic of the college’s long in the highest positions of government and finance

and continuing history of involvement in Asia. It was a in China from 1928 to 1939, continuing his close

gift from H. H. Kung to the executive secretary of the relationship with OSMA in China and at Oberlin.
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ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—continued
Lauren White, Assistant Editor

Chinese Robe from H. H. Kung as seen on a featured work page

Another notable work with international significance
in the textiles section of the exhibit is a gift from the
Emir Faisal of the Arab Kingdom of Syria to Oberlin’s
president, Henry Churchill King. Woodrow Wilson
had appointed King as a coleader of the King-Crane
Commission in the Middle and Near East just after
World War I. The commission was charged with
gathering petitions for self-governance from the peoples
of the former Ottoman Empire to present at the Paris
Peace Conference. The two garments, given by a
daughter of H. C. King, were worn at a feast given for

the commission by Prince Faisal at his home outside
Damascus. These fragile garments cannot be exhibited
in an open library space, given the lack of adequate
security and the special exhibit furniture and lighting
they would require. This is a case in which the archives
holds unique materials that can only be exhibited in

a museum setting or online. The garments and many
other works in the virtual exhibit were treated by the
Intermuseum Conservation Association in Cleveland

between 2008 and 2020 with endowed funds.
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

With the start of the 2020-2021 academic year, the
college staff returned to campus (some only a few days
a week) with regular testing and stringent protocols for
distancing and mask wearing. However, the libraries
remain closed, likely through the summer of 2021.

It is a challenge to serve the college and community
without an open reading room. With this new virtual
exhibit, we hope to engage college and other visitors in
exploring artworks with significant back stories that
inform Oberlin’s unique history. When the campus is
fully open again, we can draw on the virtual exhibition
to develop physical installations, with iPads for visitors
to access Art in the Archives of Oberlin College.

Aeon

YOU HAVE A JOB TO DO. WE HELP YOU DO IT.

Researchers want to it,

So now, more than ever, you might need to make the case for Aeon.
By enhancing services for users, increasing staff efficiency, and
improving security of valuable collections, Aeon customers say that
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A hoe INISTITUTIONS
NOW USE AEON.

Serving Clients

Nationwide

Conservation Treatment
For books, photographs, manuscripts, maps,
parchment, and works of art on paper

Imaging Services
Digitization of cultural heritage collections.
Careful handling of fragile materials

Audio Preservation
Digitization of audio media using
traditional and optical-scanning technologies

Preservation Services
Assessments, training, consultations,
disaster assistance

Ex\NEDCC

.‘-‘ ~ NORTHEAST DOCUMENT CONSERVATION CENTER

100 Brickstone Square | Andover, MA 01810 (978) 470-1010

www.nedcc.org

HOW WILL AEON HELP US
ENHANCE SERVICE?

Integration with your institution-wide
systems makes it easy for
researchers to place online requests
in advance and order and pay for
digital images online.

HOW WILL AEON HELP US
INCREASE STAFF EFFICIENCY?

Aeon automates tasks that were
previously done manually,
eliminating the need for paper call
slips, enabling remote management
of requests, and facilitating the
gathering of meaningful statistics.

HOW WILL AEON HELP US
IMPROVE SECURITY?

No more manual recording of your
items since Aeon provides robust
tracking of where items are at a
specific time and who used them

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN THEM, VISIT
WWW.ATLAS-SYS.COM TO REQUEST AN AEON DEMO OR SIGN UP FOR
AN AEON ONLINE EVENT OR COURSE.

14 MAC Newsletter * April 2021

last. Plus, Atlas hosting provides PCI
compliance and added security for
payment processing.




